
MINUTES 

Madison County Mental Health Board 

Meeting Place: Madison County Administration Building 

157 N. Main Street, Room 309 – Edwardsville, IL 62025 

Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

 

 

Board Members Attending: Nick Petrillo, Walter Hunter, Herb Clay                    

                                                   

                                               

Board Members not present: David Nosacka, Paul Malcharek, David Baker, Sarah Calvin 

 

Staff Attending:  Deborah Humphrey, Michelle Brooks 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Hunter called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.  

 

NO QUORUM 

Mr. Hunter apologized to those in attendance for lack of quorum. The Mental Health Board was unable 

to approve claim or minutes, as well as Financial Requests. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT / AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Child Advocacy Center – Ms. Cohan wished everyone a Happy New Year. She reported they have a 

second Therapist starting in a couple weeks. Mental Health Board funding helps make this possible. 

The CAC conducted 523 interviews in 2019. They also had a very successful basket campaign to 

support families they have served. 

 

William BeDell ARC – Mr. Rollins thanked the Mental Health Board for their support. He also 

thanked Ms. Humphrey and Ms. Brooks for the Agency visit. 

 

Heartlinks – Ms. Cuddeback discussed their growing involvement in Schools. She thanked the Mental 

Health Board for their support. She also provided an article printed in the Belleville News Democrat 

covering the book she wrote with two others, HEARTBROKEN, GRIEF AND HOPE INSIDE THE 

OPIOID CRISIS. 

 

Illinois Center for Autism – Ms. Brooks spoke of the change in Restraining Guidelines. They are 

teaching new techniques. 

 

 Prevent Child Abuse Illinois & MECAM – Ms. Winters reported that Child Abuse Month is in 

April. They plan to have a kick-off event in the Madison County Government Administration Building 

as they have in the past. She also reported on MECAM, to be held April 22nd & April 23rd. This will be 

the 15th year and they expect 450 professionals to attend the event. They are finalizing the agenda and 

the speakers. 

 

Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Southern Illinois – Ms. Baxter shared three stories that highlight 

services they provide, as well as instances of going above and beyond. 

 

Centerstone of IL (Alton Office) – Ms. Boyles reported on a grant they received that will provide a 

social worker to work alongside the Alton Police Department. 

 



Chestnut – Mr. Mercer reported they are working on new employee training. He also related that they 

discuss the movie IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE and how they are finding younger employees are not 

as familiar with the movie. Mr. Mercer also spoke of a grant request that would provide a program to 

improve mental health outcomes for children and youth. 

 

NAMI – Ms. Gamm-Smith reported that NAMI has started expanding services in Madison County and 

they are looking forward to working with Lewis & Clark College. NAMI is working with Furry 

Friends on the Recovery Conference, to be held at the Gateway Center November 6, 2020. She and 

Ms. Rudloff spoke of the continued work on the task force addressing the criminalization of the 

mentally ill. 

 

BHA – Ms. Gunning reported that our funding allows them to provide services to those without 

insurance. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Deborah shared that she sent a Memorandum to the County Chairman regarding Board appointments. 

There were no new appointments made in the December County Board meeting. This means we will 

retain both our President, Walter Hunter and Sarah Calvin.  

 

An email was received from John Thompson to provide a request and justification for re-appropriation 

of remaining 2019 funds. The Budget Expenditure Analysis as of December 19, 2019 showed that the 

remaining budget amount was $100,554.80. An initial request was prepared for 50% with justification 

to spending $50,277 for System Development. I received a call January 3, 2020 from the Auditors 

Office and. I was informed that I could only request funds up to 50% in each budget line. I was also 

informed that some departments were requesting more than 50% if they could provide justification. 

My revised request for 

MH Administration was $5,884, MH Aid to Agencies-$10,555 (100%), and MH System Development-

$48,742 (100%). The Chair of the Finance Committee reviewed re-appropriation requests at the 

January 8, 2020 Finance Committee Meeting. He stated that Mental Health Board provided a long, 

detailed explanation and recommended approval of our request as submitted. The total re-appropriation 

of $64,681 was approved for 2020. 

 

Intern students were interviewed in December. The internship was offered to Sarah Bartos. She 

accepted and she is scheduled to start January 14, 2020. An office-work area has been organized for 

her with a laptop computer, internet, and office supplies. Manuals and resources have been prepared 

for orientation.  

              

Deborah shared that she would like to re-initiate the Board Committee’s. There are funding guidelines 

shared in the Board packet. She would like to schedule Finance Committee meetings and begin 

establishing funding guidelines for the Board. In addition meeting will be used to review funding 

requests and make funding recommendation to the full board. The Planning Committee will begin 

meeting with the agenda to review, make recommendations, and prioritize behavioral health analysis 

for the 2020 one & three year planning.  

 

There were two requests this month for support of SAMHSA grant application. A letter of support was 

requested by Gift of Voice for a SAMHSA grant application to have trainers provide Sequential 

Intercept Model Workshop Training. There is no funding awarded through this grant just training. This 

training supports the Stepping Up initiative in learning the various points of contact to assess to see if 

any interventions can be implemented to prevent further involvement in the criminal justice system. I 

requested that Gift of Voice collaborate and coordinate any funded training with NAMI who is also 

addressing the incarceration of individuals with a mental Chestnut Health Systems is looking at 

submitting a SAMHSA Grants. The purpose of this program is to improve the mental health outcomes 



for children and youth, birth through age 21, with serious emotional disturbance (SED), and their 

families. This program will support the implementation, expansion, and integration of the SOC 

approach by creating sustainable infrastructure and services that are required as part of the 

Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for Children and their Families Program (also 

known as the Children’s Mental Health Initiative or CMHI). 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no other business on the table, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:30pm was made by Mr. Clay 

and seconded by Mr. Petrillo. Motion carried.   

 

  


